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be  the   cause  of  divisions  in   the   Church.

Growing out of an overture made by this Church to several denominations in 1924, a union was effected with the Congregational Church. Publications have been combined and missionary administration united. A single organization administers the joint interests and a joint moderatorship presides over the merged denominations. Consult Burnett's Origin and Practice of the Christians; Morrill's History of the Christian Denomination in America- (1912).

Christian Endeavor, Young People's Society of, an interdenominational worldwide organization founded in Portland, Me., in iSSr, by Francis E. Clark, a Congregational minister. Later the International Society of Christian Endeavor was formed, State and county and city unions organized, and a graded program established to parallel in an expressional and service program the age groups which are recognized in the Sunday Schools.

The objects of the Christian Endeavor society are to promote an earnest Christian life among its members, to increase their mutual acquaintance, and to make them, more useful in the service of God. The movement is interdenominational and has been characterized by its insistence on church and denominational loyalty coupled with interdenominational cooperation and goodwill. There are about three million members in North America; four million in the entire world, including sixty countries on all the continents.

Christian Era.   See Chronology.

Christiania, or Kristiania, for many years the name of the capital of Norway. It was changed in 1925, by vote of the Storthing (National Assembly), to Oslo, the city's ancient name. See OSLO.

Christianity. See Christian; Jesus Christ; Church.

Christian Missions.   See Missions.

Christian Reformed Church. See Reformed Churches.

Christians, popular name of two religious bodies. See CHRIST, DISCIPLES OP ; CHRISTIAN CHURCH, THE.

Christiansand, town and seaport, Norway, in the southern part. Christiansand was founded in 1641. It suffered repeatedly from destructive fires and was practically rebuilt in 1892 ; p. 16,543.

Christian Science, a system of moral and religious instruction founded upon principles formulated by Mary Baker Eddy in her book Science and Health with Key to the Scrip-

tures, the textbook of Christian Science, first published in 1875. In 1879 Mrs. Eddy organized in Boston, Mass., The First Church of Christ, Scientist, and was ordained its pastor. This church is now known as The Mother Church and has a magnificent building erected in 1906 at a cost of nearly .$2,000,000. Christian Science affirms that Gocl is the only cause and creator, that God is Person in the infinite sense but not in the humanly circumscribed sense; that the Holy Ghost is the 'Spirit of Truth/ and that Jesus Christ is the image of divine Mind, which is one with the Father. It teaches that sin, disease, and alt the woes of mankind, though seemingly real, have no divine authority; that they are material, erring, mortal phenomena, and must be so recognized and overcome by spiritual understanding of divine reality. Christian Science recognizes no mind apart from God; in its practice the human will is stilled and the divine will governs. Christian Scientists believe in Gocl, in Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost, the divine Comforter. They believe in the Scriptures as the inspired word of God, in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and in prayer unceasing.

In the Christian Science church, which now has branches throughout the civilized world, the lesson sermon takes the place of the usual clerical address. This lesson consists of compilations from the Bible, with correlative passages from the Christian Science textbook. No individual holds the title of pastor, but the services are conducted by two readers, one reading from the Bible, and the other from the textbook.

Consult Mrs. Eddy's writings, especially Science and Health with JKcy to the Scriptures, the textbook of Christian Science, and Retrospection and Introspection, her autobiography.

In June, 1935, the erection of a tremendous new Christian Science Publishing House was completed in Boston, Mass., at a cost of four and a half millions. This building contains the now famous Mapparium, with the world's largest globe. Since its installation it has been visited by thousands of persons from all over the country.

In 1944 there were 2879 Christian Science churches and societies, of which 2190 churches and societies were in the United States, with the others scattered in many parts of the world.

Christians of St. Thomas. See Thomas.

Christian Temperance Union. See Woman's Christian Temperance Union.